CHAPTER 40
1 HEN, through the provision of Our Lord Christ Jesus,
there came a priest, a good man, out of England into
Rome, with another fellowship, speering and inquiring
diligently after the said creature, whom he had never seen
before, nor she him,
But while he was in England, he heard tell that such a
woman was in Rome, with whom he longed highly to
speak, if God would grant him grace. Wherefore, whilst
he was in his own land, he, purposing to see this creature
when he, through sufferance of Our Lord, might come
where she was, purveyed'gold to bring her in her relief,
if she had need. Then, by inquiring, he came to the place
where she was, and fully humbly and meekly, he called her
'Mother', praying her for charity to receive him as her son.
She said that he was welcome to God and to her, as to his
own mother.
So by holy dalliance and communication, she felt well
that he was a good man. Then she, uncovering the secrets
of her heart, revealed what grace God wrought in her soul
through His holy inspiration, and somewhat of her
manner of life. Then he would no longer suffer her to
beg her meat from door to door, but prayed her to eat
with him and his fellowship, unless good men and women,
in the way of charity and for ghostly comfort, would pray
her to meat. Then he would that she should take it in the
name of Our Lord; and otherwise she ate with him and
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